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Department of Public Health Adopts
Changes for Immunization Requirement

Recently, the Illinois Department of Public Health (IDPH)
amended its rules to comply with recommendations of the
Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices (ACIP) for
providing increased protection for infants against pertussis
disease. Specifically, the ACIP recommends that a dose of
combined Tetanus/Diphtheria/acellular Pertussis vaccine (Tdap)
be administered at 11 to 12 years of age.

Simply stated, this requires that all students entering sixth grade
and up through twelfth grade in August of this year must have
a Tdap booster or have on record in their health file, a date that
they have already had one before school begins. After going
through all high school health records, all students there are ok
with this requirement. I will be sending home a letter to parents
of 5™ —8" grade students who need to get this booster. A few of
the 6™, 7, and 8™ grade students had this booster at the time of
their sixth grade physical. Some pediatricians had already begun
to follow the recommendations. Once you get the Tdap immu-
nization for your child, you will need to send documentation to
the school.

TO ALL ADULTS: Have you had this vaccine? This is
important for you as well. It is most important if you will be
around any infants. Ask your doctor if you should have a Tdap
booster.

ATTENTION:
Parents of Preschool Children (ages 3-4)

The Ogle County Educational Cooperative has announced the
date of the screening for Polo preschool children ages 3-4. It
will be on March 27, 2012 from 8:30 A.M. to 3:15 P.M. It will
be held at the Polo First United Methodist Church. Please call
Centennial School at 815.946.3811 to schedule an appointment
for that day. Some of the screenings being done will involve
speech, developmental levels, hearing, and vision testing. This
will help to determine if your child will be offered an opportu-
nity to attend the preschool classes at Centennial Elementary
School.
Provided by Mrs. Nelson, District #222 Nurse

Spring Parent/Teacher Conferences

District #222’s Spring Parent/Teacher Conferences will take
place beginning at 2 P.M. on Wednesday, March 7"; Thursday,
March 8"; and Friday, March 9". We remind and encourage
you to continue to take an active role in your child’s education.
Please call your child’s school to schedule an appointment.

4. Approved cafeteria/playground
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CENTENNIAL: 946-3811

Summary of Board Action
Monday, January 23, 2012

Approved the consent agenda, including minutes from the
December 19™ Board Meeting, January bills, and treasurer’s
report.

Reports from the Principals and Superintendent were given.
Approved the School Improvement Plans.

supervisor, instructional
computer lab aide, RTI paraprofessional, and bookkeeper job
descriptions.

Approved Keith Webb as a volunteer assistant for middle
school basketball.

Approved maternity leave for Keri Heeren starting approx.
February 8, 2012 for 6 weeks.

Approved leaving executive sessions from July 1 through
December 31, 2011 closed and destroying the recorded tapes
through June 30, 2010.

Adjourned.

NEXT BOARD MEETING: FEBRUARY 27, 2012
CENTENNIAL COMMUNITY ROOM at 7:00 PM

Varsity Academic Team News

The Varsity Academic Team is off to a good start this season
with a record of 5-1. Many of the varsity players are knowl-
edgeable in a variety of subjects, making this year’s team very
competitive. Amongst such players is Kyle Deets, who placed
4™ at the Academic Team Conference Invite in Durand on
January 28" Congratulations to Kyle for his success.

Provided by Mr. Kamp, Varsity Academic Team Coach

/248 Counselor SN\

Registration for the 2012-2013 school year will be underway
during the first two weeks of February. To begin the process,
students will be given a Course Description Booklet and regis-
tration form. The course descriptions, offerings and graduation
requirements will be discussed with the students at the time
they are given the information. Students then should discuss
course options with their parents/guardians prior to returning
them to the Counseling Office. If students or parents/guardians
have additional questions, they should contact Ms. Donmeyer
in the PCHS Counseling Office. Once the registration forms
have been returned, the Master Schedule will be created and
individual student schedules will be given to students at the end
of April. Students, please read or listen to the daily PCHS
announcements for scheduling dates and deadlines. If you have
any questions, please contact Ms. Donmeyer in the PCHS
Counseling Office.
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From the PCHS Princiual's Desk

Congratulations to Stephanie Merlak for being voted the December
Senior of the Month. Stephanie is the daughter of Karen and Richard
Merlak. Stephanie had the following answers to the questions below:

Favorite Class: Gym. Even though I’m not athletic, gym is the
only class that I get to let my brain rest.

Extracurriculars: Cheerleading, Drama Club, FCCLA, Yearbook,
NHS, 4-H, Ballet and Spanish Club.

After Graduation: I’ll be going to college to study either fashion
merchandising or T.V. production.

Favorites: The Fray, Will Ferrell and Kate Hudson, Modern Family
and The Office.

Survival Guide: What is the key to surviving high school?
Work Hard! Slacking will only make your time in school drag on.

Dream Job for the day: I would love to be a news anchor for The
Today Show.

Shout out to: My family!!!

The school year continues to march on, and before we know it spring
testing will be here. Please encourage your child to spend extra time
reading a book or other materials this spring. The sports teams are
doing well this winter. If you haven’t had the chance to attend our
sporting events, please do so now.

I want to thank all of the parents, students, and community members
who helped at Polo High School last semester. The semester was
busy with many night activities, sporting events, and tournaments.
Without your help, none of this would have been possible. I would
like to thank the VIPS committee at the high school for all their time
and efforts. VIPS members are currently selling Marco shirts.
Order forms are available at the high school. Their assistance and
donations help provide all those extra things we appreciate so much.

Sincerely, Mr. Siegfried

Sophomore Class Annual Fundraiser

In February and March, PCHS sophomores will be participating in
an annual fundraiser. The purpose is to raise money so that when the
students are juniors next year, they are able to sponsor the Home-
coming Dance and Senior Prom. As you might guess, this is a very
important fundraiser to students.
Candy Sale

PCHS sophomores will be selling a variety of delicious chocolate
bars. All chocolate bars will cost $1, with PCHS earning fifty cents

for every bar sold. Sophomores will also be selling multiple differ-
ent flavors of stick candy at twenty-five cents per stick.

Dairy Queen Peel-A-Deal Cards

They were such a huge hit last year, sophomores will again sell
Dairy Queen Grill and Chill Peel-A-Deal Cards as part of this year’s
fundraiser. The cards, which cost just $10 each, provide 12 peel-off-
stickers that offer fantastic deals, including free items, discounts on
popular items, and buy one get one free items! The deals are so good
that the card easily pays for itself, plus a whole lot more! In fact, a
single card offers over $50 in savings! We are excited and proud to
again offer this product to our local community, and we thank Jeff
and Theresa Boothe, owners of our local Dairy Queen Grill and Chill
in Dixon, for helping PCHS make this fundraiser possible.

Provided by Mrs. Kamp, Sophomore Class Advisor
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Advice for Next Year’s Sophomores

from Current PCHS Sophomores

As part of the English 10 curriculum, PCHS sophomores
are required to write a research paper, a task they will again
complete as juniors and seniors, and certainly as college
students. Walking sophomores through the process of writ-
ing a research paper for the first time takes nearly a quarter
of the school year. During these weeks, the students learn a
wealth of information, including how and where to find
reliable sources, how to examine a topic from both sides,
how to select useful information from their sources and
properly include it in their own argument, how to obey all
aspects of MLA format, and how to avoid plagiarism. Af-
ter they’ve completed the project, students then reflect on
their individual performance and what they’ve learned.
Below is some of the advice this year’s sophomores have
for next year’s sophomores regarding the research paper
project:

“Take the project seriously.” —Ashley S.

“Do not give up when it gets frustrating.” —Austin S.
“Make sure you use all of your class time productively,
especially in the beginning.” —Wes A.

“Really try to keep up with or get ahead of the set pace. If
you fall behind, things will get harder.” —FEthan D.

“Learning how to write a research paper is vital for the rest
of your school career, high school and college, so put in
plenty of effort.” —/Ivan G.

“Do extra research on your topic at home; it helps to un-
derstand your topic fully.” —Micaela O.

“Do not postpone ANYTHING!” —Jon W.
“Push yourself to do the best you can do.” —Kayla W.
“Be organized.” —Carly H.

“Don’t be gone on research paper days.” —Spenser P.

“Pace yourself. Don’t try to get a whole bunch accom-
plished in one day. Take your time; rushing won’t produce
a good paper.” —Sam R.

“If you follow the examples Mrs. Kamp gives you, it will
be easier than you might think.” —Ken 1.

“Make corrections, and don’t give up.” —Justin W.
“Don’t go off topic.” —Matt T.

“Make sure you take it seriously and have solid information
to work with before you start writing.” —Casi K.

“Don’t forget your citations.” —FErica M.

“Don’t fool around with your friends or you’ll pay the price
later; keep all your attention on your work.” —Joe S.

“Pick a topic you like. Then it’s not so hard.” —Trace L.
“Revise it a lot!” --Miguel D.
“Document all your sources correctly.” —Travis V.

“The research paper is not bad with the time given; just
don’t mess around.” —Sam B.

“Don’t slack off.” —Sawyer F.
“The research paper is as hard as you make it.” —Cory S.
Provided by Mrs. Kamp
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Drama Club Gets Unexpected Surprise

The Drama Club Dinner Theater cast got quite a surprise when
they received an e-mail from the author of the play The Story-
book Reunion Murders which they performed on January 28™.
Mrs. Wiegmann received the e-mail on Tuesday before the
show. In it Mr. Haan wished the cast good luck and stated, “I
had a blast writing this script, especially coming up with a long
list of puns and nursery rhyme references to work into the
dialog. It's one of my personal favorites, and I hope you enjoy
it, as well.” It’s a silly tale of two schools’ alumni, Aesop
Academy and Grimm High, who are celebrating their class
reunions and it turns out the hall double booked them. It was
great fun communicating with the author as the actors were in
their final days of preparation.

Thanks to all who attended the performance. Everyone had a
wonderful time. The next play on our schedule is the all-
school play titled 40 Thieves and will take place on March 16"
and 17'. We hope to see you there.

Sincerely, Mrs. Wiegmann

FFA News

February is a busy month for the FFA. We have state FFA
degree interviews on Saturday the 4™ and will be attending
Meats Judging on Saturday the 11", In addition, FFA Week
will be February 20-24™. Tuesday the 21% will be the petting
zoo and FFA t-shirt day. Wednesday will be camouflage day,
with a bale toss contest during homeroom. On Thursday, look
for FFA members to be wearing their official dress, and Friday
we will round out the week with Drive your Tractor to School
Day!

Provided by Mr. Anderson

Music News

Aplington Solo/Ensemble Contest

Select Aplington band and choir students will attend the Rt. 72
Solo/Ensemble Contest at Winnebago on Saturday, February 4™,
Those students attending are to either ride the bus to and from
the event or to ride with their parent. If a student does NOT ride
the bus, a note to either Mr. James or Mrs. Davis is required.
Parents are encouraged to attend.

Upstate Illini Conference Music Festival

Sarah Rademacher, Savanah Philip, Ryan Dewey, Allie Stover,
Rachael Reinhold, Stevanne Daley, Greta Stebbins and Katie
Rundall represented the PCHS Choir; and Allison Byrd, Taber
LeFevre, Kelsey Taylor, Jeff Cholke, Matt Merlak and Kayla
Wagenknecht represented the PCHS Band at the Upstate Illini
Conference Music Festival on January 19™ at Eastland High
School. The festival was made up of nine area schools in our
conference. Students rehearsed all day and performed a concert
that evening. Congratulations to the selected members of our
music department!

Provided by Mrs. Davis

February 2012 page 3

Congratulations to Aplington’s
Spelling Bee Finalists

Emphasize, gourmet, and serenade were just a few of the words
tackled at Aplington Middle School’s spelling bee, held January
20™ in the library. Seven contestants participated in the school-
wide bee. During the week of January 9™, written spelling tests
had been given, and the top three scorers from each grade level
qualified to proceed to the school-wide bee, though, due to ill-
ness, two contestants were unable to compete. The nine finalists
were Lena Baumann, Megan Call and Luke Peterson (6" grade);
Matthew Binkley (absent), Christopher Rademacher and Bren-
ner Bushman (7™ grade); Kenny Pearson (absent), Preston Sta-
pleton and Tony Singley (8" grade). All are pictured below.
The AMS champion, who will compete in the regional spelling
bee on February 23", is Christopher Rademacher, with Preston
Stapleton as the runner-up. Congratulations, boys!
Provided by Mrs. Schlegel

Front: Luke Peterson, Brenner Bushman, Lena Baumann, and
Megan Call. Back: Kenny Pearson, Tony Singley, Preston

Stapleton, Christopher Rademacher, and Matthew Binkley.

Awards and News from
the SuccessMaker Lab

Students who have completed Reading Courses: Jasmine
Badon, Eliah Baumann, Logan Cox, Gavin Gulbrason, Lane
Hopkins, Emma McCawley, Zachary Richter, and Jayden Wie-
muth.

Students who have completed Speed Games for the year:
Joey Bardell, Emily Boelens, Madison Boelens, Kyle Brown,
Brandon Fenton, Jakob Kindle and Bryce Portner.

Students who have earned their Fiftieth 100% in Reading

and/or Math: Mercedes Bell, Molly Blum, Victoria Busser,
Joshua Chinchak, Ranita DiMarco, Liberty Dole, Anna Faivre,
Zachary Johnston, Alexis Moore, Lindee Poper, Zoie Sellers,
Cody Smith, Anthony Williams and Rebekah Zeigler.

Congratulations to all of you for your hard work
and accomplishments in SME!
Sincerely, Mrs. Hillison
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Aplington’s Book Fair Luau -

It’s a Reading Celebration!

The book fair luau is coming! The Aplington staff is
pleased to announce that our annual spring fair is right
around the corner. A wonderful selection of fun, engaging,
and affordable books that kids will enjoy will be available
for purchase. By letting students choose their own books,
you will help motivate them to read more and become better
readers.

The fair will run from Tuesday, March 6™ through
Thursday, March 8"in Aplington’s library. Shopping
hours will be from 8:00 A.M. until 4:00 P.M. each day.

If you are all booked up during Book Fair Week (or just
want to keep shopping), be sure to visit the book fair online
at www.scholastic.com/schoolbookfairs. This online site
will offer an expanded book selection for all ages. The
online fair is available for an extended time from February
27 through March 12. All online orders will be shipped to
the school free of charge and will provide an opportunity
for others to participate in the fair.

All book fair purchases benefit our school library. Thanks
for encouraging kids to read, and we hope to see you at the
fair!

Provided by Mrs. Wood

3" Graders’ New Year’s Resolutions

To not be as naughty as much. —Gavin
To be nice to my brother and sister. —Marah
To hit my sister less. —Brady
To read a million books. —Ranita
To not fight with my sister so much. —Alex

Don’t be a space monkey anymore. I’m really slow in
the morning. —Cole

To read better. —Autumn
Be nicer to my brothers. —Marissa
To learn my math facts more. —Makenzie
To be the best at softball. —Emma
Be nicer to my brother. —Jesse
My resolution is to be nice to my teachers. —Teagan
Don’t play my DS all the time. —Zach
Read more books. —Kassidy
Make new friends. —Izzy
To be nicer to my brothers. —Bennett
Be nicer to my brother. —Parker

Play outside every day for two hours and then go inside
and do my homework. —Colton

Be nicer to my brother. —Shyann
Read a lot. —Zane
Be nice to my family. —Austin

Provided by Ms. Hillison
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Happy Retlrement

Jeannine Venhuizen began working in Polo in August of 1996
as Centennial’s secretary and retired this past fall of 2011.
Over the years Jeannine has been responsible for an endless
number of duties. Besides what she did for all those who
worked and attended school here, she also took care of the
numerous behind-the-desk office responsibilities.

As a new teacher at Centennial, you learned very quickly that
she would help you find whatever is was you needed and
would make sure you knew who everyone was. She was our
“first” friend here. There are also two unwritten rules that all
of us learned very quickly. They are as follows: #1. Secretaries
know everything! #2. Always be nice to the secretary and
don’t make her mad because without her our building would be
in complete chaos!

For the students, she tended to boo boos, upset tummies, called
parents, and yes...even dealt with lice. From the past and pre-
sent students of Centennial Elementary, we thank you,
Jeannine, for all that you have done!

For the administration, teachers and staff, she ran copies, made
phone calls, ran errands, kept the “Wal-Mart” closet stocked,
and even ordered our lunches! From all the past and present
staff, we thank you, Jeannine, and will miss you dearly!

“Retirement is..... when You stop living at
work and begin working at living.”

Jeannine, we hope that retirement is everything you
want it to be, and we wish you the very best!

Below are student quotes or things children liked
about Mrs. Venhuizen:

Casey Thacker: “She was always nice to me, even nice enough
to take my temperature when Mrs. Nelson was not here.”

Ethan Phillips: “I teased her about the Packers and told her to
become a Bears fan. I also like living in her old house.”

Braiden Soltow: “She always teased me.”

The Yingling children:

Nathaniel loved going to the sucker lady and asking Nine (he
cut the first part of her name off) for suckers for himself and
his sisters. He didn't think Jeannine knew that he would keep
the suckers for himself sometimes!

Abby loved that Jodi (Jeannine’s daughter) was her best friend
and thought it was funny every time Jeannine called her "ding-
a-ling."

Kennedy liked that Jeannine called her “ding-a-ling” every
time she went to the office and smiled at her.

Provided by Mrs. Phillips and Mrs. Hopkins
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Look What's Cookin' z February 2012

Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri
1 2 3
Pancakes Spaghetti w/meat sauce | Pizza Day
Smokie links Garlic bread
Orange halves Green beans
Fruit juice Pears
Milk Milk
§) 7 8 ¢) 10
Deli-style sandwich | Savory chicken legs | Cheeseburger sliders | Popcorn chicken Taco in bag
Baby carrots w/dip | Corn Waffle fries Candied carrots Spanish rice
Spiced apples Chilled peaches Mixed fruit Chilled fruit Peach/pear Combo
Football cookie Bread/margarine Pudding Chocolate sheet cake | Bread/margarine
Milk Milk Milk Milk Milk
13 14 15 16 17
Breakfast pizza Heart nuggets BBQ on bun Bosco pizza Teachers’ Institute
Green grapes Mashed potatoes Seasoned potatoes | California blend No School
Cinnamon toasties wigravy Apricots w/cheese
Orange juice Red applesauce Churros Mandarin oranges
Milk Heart cookie Milk Milk
Milk O
%
20 21 22 23 24
Presidents’ Day Ravioli Grilled cheese Chicken nuggets Cheese pizza
No School Garlic bread Sun chips Potato wedges Corn
Green bean casserole | Peaches Fruit cocktail Pineapple
@. Chilled pears Apple crisp Pumpkin Bars Milk
Milk Milk Milk
27 28 29
Corn dog Oven roasted chicken | Hot ham & cheese
Tater rounds Rice pilaf Fruit mix
Celery sticks w/dip Peas Fruit juice
Strawberries Chunk fruit Applesauce
Milk Bread/margarine Milk
Milk
Menu Polo School District #222 Polo, Illinois




Polo Community School District - February 2012

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday SEIE
Jan 2012 Mar 2012 1 2 3 4
SMIMWIFE S SMTMWTIE-S 4:00PM 6:00PM Boys & 5:30PM Girls Aplington Rt 72
Aplington WR Girls F/S BB F/S & Var BB Solo/Ensemble at
ol il Winnebago at Aquin at M'ville at Polo Winnebago
8 9 10 11 12 13 14 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 Aplington Centennial WR Regionals at
15 16 17 18 19 20 21 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 _ ‘ Polo
22 23 24 25 26 27 28 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 F?S:Og?F\)/M (‘g'gst 6§0P'\<I/G”EI;SB& 6:00PM Boys FIS
ar BB a oys Var :
il cojicolelicnicl St Orangeville Aquin at Polo &Var BB at
HS Ashton
4:00PM HS 4:00PM Girls 6 400PM Aplington WR 6:00PM Boys
Academic Team BB Pec at West Carroll at Shannon F/S & Var BB at
at Forreston Aplington Forreston
4:00PM Girls 6 BB at
4:00PM Girls Monroe Cenler &7 BB at
5:00PM 7/8 BB at Pec
1 4:00PM Girls 8 BB Meridian
Ap“anIl?;n\glR at 6:00PM BOyS at Centennial
F/S & Var BB at 6:00PM Boys F/S & Var BB
EaStIand Newman at Polo
| WR Sectionals at Byron |

12 13

4:00PM Girls 7/8
BB at Faith
Christian

4:00PM HS
Academic Team
Mville at Polo

Boys F/S BB at
Ashton F/S
Tourney

14

6:00PM Boys
F/S & Var BB
Indian Creek at
Polo

15

Boys F/S BB at
Ashton F/S
Tourney

16

4:00PM Girls 6
BB at Nash

4:00PM Girls
7/8 BB Oregon
at Centennial

17

Teachers'
Institute - No
Student
Attendance

6:00PM Boys
F/S & Var BB
M'ville at Polo

18

Boys F/S BB at
Ashton F/S
Tourney

Girls 7/8 BB at
Amboy Tourney

HS Academic
Team at Masonic
Meet

19 20

President's Day
- No School

21

4:00PM Aplington WR
at Reagan M.S.

4:00PM Girls 6 BB at
Franklin Grove

4:00PM Girls 7/8 BB
AFC at Centennial

4:00PM HS Academic
Team West Carroll at
Polo

22

23

4:00PM
Aplington WR
at Oregon

4:00PM Girls 6
BB at Byron

4:00PM Girls
7/8 BB at
Forreston

24

25

26 27

28

4:00PM
Aplington WR
Meridian at

4:00PM Girls 6
BB at Pec

4:00PM Girls 7/8
BB Pec at
Centennial

29




