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Polo has a long-standing reputation for providing quality education for its students.  Part of the 
reason behind this tradition comes from a strong partnership between the parents, the schools 
and the community.  In these days of school consolidations and money troubles, Polo Commu-
nity School District continues to hold its own.  And we have you and others to thank. 
 
In 1992, the Foundation was formed with the goal of continuing this strong educational system.  
This Foundation was created to provide opportunities that the District budget may not allow.  
Please consider a donation to the Foundation as your gift to the Polo Schools. 
 
The Polo Foundation is: 

• A tax exempt, non-profit corporation chartered in 1992. 
• Managed by a Board of Directors consisting of dedicated school district volunteers. 
• Operated independently from, but in cooperation with, the Polo Community School District. 
• Actively involved in raising funds from private and corporate sources which support schol-

arships and enrichment programs throughout the District. 

THE POLO FOUNDATION 

Current PCSF Board members are Ruth Loomis, Marilyn Diehl, , Shari Wakenight, Mary Ellen 
Davis, Jonette Wood, Erika Soltow, Becky Patterson, and Kayla Bergstrom.  Karen Bumsted 
serves as the Board of Education representative.   If you are interested in serving on the Board, 
please contact Chris Rademacher @ 1-815-946-3815 or crademacher@polo222.org.   
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Improving Educational Opportunities Through Community Involvement 

Bill and Eleanor Chance gave 200 shares of Newell Rubbermaid Stock to the Polo Education 
Foundation in the name of Albert Iske, Eleanor’s father.  Albert Iske was the principal at Polo 
from 1935-1967 and worked with Willis Pittenger. 
 
Albert Iske’s work in education is alive and well with the next generations in his family.  Elea-
nor and Bill both taught at Freeport High School where Eleanor was a Home Economics teacher 
and Bill a Physical Education teacher, Athletic Director and coach.  Albert Iske’s grandson, Mi-
chael Chance, is a teacher at Prophetstown High School.  Michael married a Polo Graduate 
Susan Shank.  Susan is currently a pharmacist in Sterling, Illinois.  Eleanor and Bill wanted to 
give back to the School District where her Dad worked for more than 30 years. 
 
This generous donation is greatly appreciated.  At this time the value of the stock is roughly 
$5,000.   

DONATION IN ALBERT ISKE’S NAME 

http://www.polo222.org/dist/dsfoundation.html 



Kammer Donation, in honor of Mr. Ed Brattrud 
 
In August 2005, James and Barbara Kammer made a very generous donation of $5,000 to the Polo 
School Foundation.  They stated that they would like the money to be used to improve the upper level 
sciences at PCHS.  The donation was made in honor of Mr. Ed Brattrud, a former chemistry and physics 
teacher at PCHS. 
 
We would like to update the community as to how that money has been used to improve the teaching 
and curriculum at PCHS.  Shortly after we were notified of the donation, we created a proposal that out-
lined how the money could be used to improve the science department.  In that proposal we attempted to 
address the physical sciences and the biological sciences.  We also attempted to improve the equipment 
we have for teaching different subjects and added a component that included professional development.  
 
Here are a few of the highlights of what we were able to do with the generous donation from the Kam-
mer family.  In the biological sciences we were able to add some instructional kits dealing with DNA 
technology.  We ordered three kits that allowed students to perform DNA extraction from their own 
cells, two kits that allowed students to experiment with electrophoresis and forensic science and a video 
that detailed the application of stem cell research.  These are all very current issues in science and these 
materials helped us to better educate the students in these areas. 
 
In the physical sciences we were also able to add some needed resources to improve our curriculum.  We 
used the donation to purchase bridge-building kits that are used in the physics curriculum; this is a great 
activity that teaches a number of different skills  covered by the Illinois State Standards.  We also pur-
chased a great deal of equipment that is used to teach electronics.  The material we had was severely 
outdated or non-existent.  We were able to use the new equipment this year and will continue to use it in 
the newly added AP Physics course.  Our current budget just would not allow us to purchase these items 
and without the donation we would not have been able to add these things to improve our teaching and 
the education of the students of PCHS. 
 
This donation from the Kammer family also allowed two PCHS science teachers the unique opportunity 
to attend the National Science Teachers Convention.  This was one of the recommendations that Mr. 
Brattrud made as we attempted to put together our proposal.  Duane Prax, who taught at PCHS for fif-
teen years, had not previously attended any national or state conference.  The conference for 2007 was 
held at several hotels in St. Louis.  The donation gave the science teachers a chance to attend several 
different sessions on different teaching strategies in all different areas of instruction.   The conference 
provided an opportunity for science teachers from around the U.S. to share ideas and gather new ideas 
for teaching different subject matter. 
 
During the 2007 -2008  school year; the remainder of the grant was be used to equip the Physical Sci-
ence Room into a Multi-Media Center.  This allows the teacher to use Smart Board Technology to en-
hance the science curriculum by using new resources allowing our students new learning opportunities.  
The Biological Classroom was fitted with this Technology in the Summer of 2007 with funds from an 
Enhancing Technology Grant. 
 
As you probably realize, this generous donation from the Kammer family has allowed teachers to im-
prove the science department at PCHS a great deal, and we are very appreciative of the opportunity to 
add all of these new elements to the curriculum. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

PCHS Science Department 
Ryan Deets, Life Science; Jason Kamp, Physical Science 
 



Each year six $250 scholarships are awarded through the Betty McCaffrey 
Memorial Scholarship Fund.  This memorial is awarded to graduating sen-
iors who will be attending Sauk Valley Community College.   The Polo 
Foundation administers this scholarship each year. 

The list below is the Betty McCaffrey Scholarship winners: 
Travis McCaffrey       Son of Dean McCaffrey and Angela Willstead 
Chelsey Grobe        Daughter of Connie and Paul Grobe 
Elizabeth Wolbert       Daughter of Cayla and Edward Wolbert 
Nicole Schryver          Daughter of Keith and Vicki Schryver 
Alaina Luy                  Daughter of Patricia & Larry Luy 
Jessy Mason                Daughter of Paula Mason 

THE BETTY MCCAFFREY  
MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP FUND 

Neil Styczynski donated 18 computers to the school district during the 
spring of 2007.  Neil has donated over 100 computers to the school district 
since the mid 90’s.  The gratitude Neil shows by donating these computers 
has a profound effect on the District.  Neil graduated from Polo Community 
High School in 1970 and went to Western Illinois University.  He then com-
pleted his Masters at the University of Illinois and went to work for IBM in 
Bloomington where he retired last year.  Neil continues to take classes at 
the local community college and is currently substitute teaching in the Nor-
mal School District.  Neil has never forgotten his roots and foundation that 
were developed in Polo and would encourage others to remember where 
they came from.    

The Polo Foundation 
awarded two $500 scholar-
ships this year.  This years 
winners are Mackenzie 
Lincoln, daughter of  Rick 
and Deb Lincoln and Na-
than White, son of John 
and Pam White.   

COMPUTER DONATIONS 

14th ANNUAL POLO FOUNDATION GOLF TOURNAMENT 

The Polo School Foundation will host their 14th Annual Polo Foundation 
Golf Tournament with the assistance of the Polo Booster Club on July 19, 
2008 at Edgewood Golf Course.  The Tournament was originally created by 
the Polo Rotary.  However, the Polo Rotary disbanded in 2003 and the Polo 
Booster Club filled the role that was provided by the Rotary.  Last year’s 
event raised $5,000 for the Polo Foundation.   Form can be obtain at: 
http://www.polo222.org/Pdf/FoundationGolfOuting2008.pdf 

Please visit the Polo School 
Foundation web site at http://
www.polo222.org 

 FOUNDATION 
SCHOLARSHIP 

The Luetta Johnston Scholarship Fund was created at the Pittsburg 
Foundation by the late Ruth M. Johnston-Feller and Robert L. Feller in 
memory of Ruth’s parents, Mr. and Mrs. Harry Martin Johnston and 
especially in honor of Ruth’s mother, Luetta Johnston, a former resi-
dent of Polo, Illinois and a long-time Teacher in a one-room school.   
 
The scholarship of $1,000 is awarded to someone pursuing a field of 
study in science, medicine or engineering.  This year’s winner is 
Amanda Bowers the daughter of Byron and Julie Bowers. 
The Polo Foundation has assisted with the administration of this schol-
arship. 
 

THE LUETTA JOHNSTON SCHOLARSHIP 



Through your generous donations in the past, the Foundation continues to enhance our children’s 
educational experience.  The Foundation’s investment portfolio now includes money-market ac-
counts, bonds, income mutual funds, variable annuities and more.  The interest from these ac-
counts and your TAX-DEDUCTIBLE DONATIONS enable us to fund many special requests for 
our school children.  You may:   

___Make a gift of cash, check, securities, or personal property in any amount. 
___Pledge a specified dollar amount with payments made monthly or annually. 
___Designate gifts as a memorial to loved ones, living, or deceased. 
___Bequest money in your will or trust. 
___Name the Polo Community School Foundation as an insurance beneficiary. 
___Specify a school (Centennial, Aplington, High School) or student in a particular field 

(Medical, Education, Arts, etc.) to receive your donation. 
___Please send me more information on setting up a scholarship fund.  You can contact me 
at: _____________________________________ 
 _____________________________________  
 _____________________________________ 

 
Contributions can be made in person or by mail to:  Polo Community School Foundation, Polo 
Community Unit School District #222, 100 Union Avenue, Polo, IL 61064.  (Return this section 
with your donation, please.) 
 
It is now the policy of the Foundation to publicize donor lists.  Please indicate if you want your 
name published. 

THANKS FOR YOUR GENEROSITY! 


