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Happy New Year!

“Be always at war with your vices, at peace with your
neighbors, and let each new year find you a better man.”
-Benjamin Franklin

Reminder to Seniors:

Yearbook Picture Due February 1%

Seniors need to have their senior pictures for the Yearbook
turned into the office by Wednesday, February 1*. The picture
needs to be wallet sized. It can be a color photo or a black and
white photo.

Polo FFA News
Christmas Tree Pickup

The Polo FFA will be picking up Christmas trees on
@ Saturday, January 7™. Please have your tree out to the

curb by 8:00 A.M.
FFA Week
FFA week will be February 18"—25™ this year. Look for many
fun activities to be occurring then, including the petting zoo and
“drive your tractor to school” day!

Other News
The FFA foundation collection was a huge success! We set a
goal of $2000, and ended up collecting almost $3500! Thanks
to all who contributed.

Provided by Mr. Anderson

Summary of Board Action

December 19, 2011

1. Tim Zollinger from Ward, Murray, Pace, & Johnson
P.C. discussed the changes to the Open Meetings Act.

2. Ryan Deets updated the Board on the earth science
classes solar panel project.

3. Approved the consent agenda, including minutes from

the November 17" Board Meeting, December bills, and

the treasurer’s report.

Reports from the Principals and Superintendent given.

Reaffirmed appointment of the RIF committee.

Approved the Tax Levy Certificate.

Approved custodian, media center aide, and special

education aide job descriptions.

8. First Reading of cafeteria/playground supervisor,
instructional computer lab aide, RTI paraprofessional,
and bookkeeper job descriptions.

9. Adjourned.

NEXT BOARD MEETING: JANUARY 23, 2011
CENTENNIAL COMMUNITY ROOM at 7:00 PM
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2012/2013 Registration

Initial pre-registration information will be posted to the Polo
School District website during the week of January 23™. Please
access information through the PCHS Guidance links. Included
will be a copy ofthe PCHS Course Description Book, PCHS
graduation requirements, and an expected timeframe for the regis-
tration process.

The materials for initial registration will be distributed to all
PCHS students during the week of February 6™. Registration
appointments will be listed outside the Counseling Office begin-
ning the week of February 13", Parents are encouraged to attend
these registration appointments as it is important for the school
and family to work together to ensure student success. Please
refer to the PCHS daily announcements on the PCHS website in
January and February for more specific registration information
as well as appointment dates and deadlines.

Additional Counseling Office Information

Sophomores

A representative from Whiteside Area Career Center was at
PCHS in December. During this time, interested students were
given information on WACC’s programs as well as possible
opportunities for Dual Credit through SVCC and Highland Com-
munity College. The sophomores will also have an opportunity to
tour WACC during January or February. An announcement will
be made and a sign-up will be posted outside the Counseling
Office prior to the visit.

Juniors

Juniors will be taking the state mandated PSAE on April 24" and
25™ 1t is never too early to prepare students for this series of
exams. PCHS students have workbooks, handheld tutors, and
additional classroom lessons available to them. Parents and stu-
dents can also take a proactive approach to this testing through
personal computer programs, online practice tests, and additional
texts that can be purchased at most book stores. Please create
more opportunities for your child through test preparation.

Seniors
There are several “outside” scholarships available in the PCHS
Counseling Office at this time, including the 2012 Illinois
General Assembly Scholarship sponsored by Representative Jerry
Mitchell. Local scholarships will become available in the Coun-
seling Office in early March.

PCHS would like to extend a big THANK YOU to the SVCC
representatives for a successful Financial Aid Night on December
13" Just as a reminder to parents, if you are filling out the
FAFSA form for your child’s 2012-13 school year, the earlier it’s
turned in, the more money is available from the government.
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From the PCHS Princinal's Desk

School resumes on January 3, 2012, with only two weeks left
before the end of the first semester. Semester exams will be Janu-
ary 10-13, 2012. Semester exams are worth 20% of each semester
grade. Please remind students to get plenty of rest during exam
week. Report cards should be distributed on January 20™.

With winter usually comes snow. Please be careful; allow plenty
of time in the morning to arrive to school safely. If you experi-
ence problems where you live during heavy snows, please contact
the office and let us know about the situation.

I would like to thank the VIPS (high school parent club) for all
their help with fall and winter activities. VIPS purchased many
extra items for high school teachers, ran the concession stand dur-
ing volleyball season, sponsored activities during basketball
games, sponsored the high school math club, and purchased snacks
for high school finals. If you would be interested in helping out
this year or next, please contact the high school office or Barb
Miller. Please support our Marco’s this winter by attending a
home event.

Thanks for supporting Polo High School.
Sincerely, Andy Siegfiied

PCHS Student Council “Snow Ball”

Winter is upon us again and that means one thing: winter dance
time! The high school student council would like to announce the
second annual Snow Ball Dance to be held on Saturday, January
14" from 7 P.M. to 10 P.M. in the high school gym. Attire for the
event is semi-formal (similar to homecoming), but any school
appropriate outfit is welcomed. Please contact Mr. Pearce at
PCHS with any questions.

FACS Class News

All of the Family and Consumer Science classes have been busy
this semester learning skills they will use the rest of their lives.

The Orientation to FACS classes began the
year studying basic nutrition. If you haven’t
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“The Storybook Reunion Murders”
Dinner Theater Scheduled January 28"
6:00 PM at PCHS

Have you ever attended a class reunion? No? Well, here’s your
chance. Join the alumni of Aesop Academy, a school for nurs-
ery thyme characters, and the alumni of Grimm High, their
cross-town rivals, for their annual class reunions. When they
discover they have both booked the same location, old grudges
are rekindled and tensions run high. Bitter enemies like Peter
and the Wolf, Toto and the Witch, and Jack and the cow he
sold for magic beans face off. The powder keg explodes when
deaths occur and the rivals must team up to solve the mys-
tery... or risk suffering the same fate! This hysterical romp will
keep you laughing until your sides ache.

Of course, a reunion isn’t complete without a meal. The event
meal will once again be prepared and served by Creative Cui-
sine. This family event will have something for everyone,
including mystery, murder, lots of familiar characters, and a
surprise or two. Our cast is outstanding and the seniors are
ready to captivate you! Remember—this is a mystery so be
sure to bring your keen eyes and critical thinking; you might
need them.

Please join us for the PCHS Drama Club Dinner Theater fund
raiser scheduled for January 28™ at 6:00 PM in the high school
“gymitorium.” Reservations are required. There will be no
ticket sales at the door. Tickets are still the same price as when
we started the dinner theater in 2004, $15.00 per person and
must be reserved and paid for by January 24", Reservations
may be made by calling the PCHS office (946.3314). Please
call the high school for more information.

Provided by Mrs. Wiegmann

heard, the USDA scrapped the food pyramid Dairy

and replaced it with MyPlate. MyPlate uses a Fruits Grains FCCLA Donates.

dinner plate divided into sections for serving to Local Community
sizes. We learned that by using a 9-inch plate Vinsiabia .
divided into individual sections for fruit, TIPS protein FCCLA me.mbers have .been busy this
vegetables, protein and grain, we would be semester. Since completing the fqotball
healthier and also might lose weight. A couple seallls Oli’. we fha:ile fturr;:dl o’ur fattf(:intlontto
of weeks ago we moved into the sewing and co de'f ng fool ?rh ° (; S 0}? Tt P ansry
textiles unit. Students will make a chef’s apron ChooseMyPIate_gov and rtems for local hOMEess Se-Iers. 50

and a pair of boxers as part of this unit.

Introduction to Nutrition and Introduction to Textiles built on the
skills they learned in the orientation class. Nutrition students ex-
plored making fast, nutritious meals that were low-cost. Students
discovered it is possible to cook nutritious meals at home that are
easy to make, delicious and affordable. Textile students worked on
individual projects; students chose to make quilts, pillows, stuffed
animals, and clothing. All of the projects turned out amazing!

Provided by Mrs. Kraft

far, members have collected 27 bags
worth of toiletry items, wash clothes,
and other small essentials. In addition,
members have collected numerous boxes
full of food for the food pantry.

FCCLA wishes all of you a safe holiday
season and a happy New Year.

Provided by Mrs. Kraft
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4th Graders’ Christmas Wishes

o for all homeless people to have a house. -Sadie

e for everyone to get what they want for Christmas. —Tucker

e a family friend in need finds their own house and learns the
true meaning of Christmas. —Nolan

e for more people to believe in God. -Natalie

e my sister to learn the true meaning of Christmas. -Audrey

e for my brother to be nicer to me. -Jacob

e for my mom to find the money for a Christmas tree.

—Kannon

e for no fighting on Christmas. -Alex
e for my family to get a new house. -Maverick
e for people to take time to go to church. —Kayla

e for my dad to not have to plow snow on Christmas day.

—Emily A
S0

e for my grandparents to have a warm place to live. —Tatum

A\

e for my mom and dad to get back together. —Joshua \(

e for snow! —Amber

e for my mom to get off work earlier, like my dad. —Garrett

e for our country to be at peace with all other nations.

—Patrick

e for people to keep believing in Santa. —Chelsey

e for no wars. —Haylee

e for everyone to have love and faith and for all to have a
very Merry Christmas! —Cole
7

(
L~

e for everyone traveling to drive safely -Tyler

Provided by Ms. Jones
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Awards and News from
the SuccessMaker Lab

Students who have completed Reading Courses:

Jayne Arreola, Breanne Cox, Alexander Huisheere, Ashia Bar-
ber-Maginnis, Teburden Miller, Natalie Nelson, Mathew Stadel
and Adriana Wiggins.

Students who have completed Speed Games for the year:
Gabe Boothe, Cassie Bushman, Patrick Call, Colton Emmert,
Cole Faivre, Brandon Fenton, Aric McConnell, Jeremiah
Swartz, and Coley Ziegler.

Students who have earned their Fiftieth 100% in Reading
and or Math: Jayne Arreola, Logan Cox and Kassidy Scott.

Happy New Year! Mrs. Hillison

Polo’s 2™ Graders Participate in
The Great Bedtime Story Pajama Drive

Centennial’s second graders participated in The Great Bedtime
Story Pajama Drive this year. Scholastic Book Clubs and the
nonprofit Pajama Program sponsored the pajama drive. The
mission of the drive is to provide children, ranging in age from
newborn to 18, in need with brand-new pajamas and books.
Since it began, the organization has provided 880,000 new
pajamas and new books to children across the country. The pro-
gram serves children living in group homes and shelters. Most
have never enjoyed the simple comfort of having a parent tuck
them in at bedtime with warm, clean pajamas and a story.

Mrs. Lahti’s and Ms. Wolfley’s second graders were very eager
to help these children in need. As part of their money unit in
math, they collected spare change to put toward purchasing
pajamas to donate to the Pajama Drive. They were excited to
count the coins and bills in the collection jar each day. The two
classes even became competitive; at the end of each day they
were checking to see what the other class had as a total! Some
of the students even asked family members and relatives at
Thanksgiving dinner to donate some money! Others checked
the couch cushions, cleaned under the seats in the car, and even
emptied their own piggy banks. After three weeks, the second
graders collected a grand total of $411.39! Seventy-nine pairs
of PJs were purchased and donated to the Children’s Home and
Aid in Rockford, Illinois. Now those children can have the gift
of'a good night’s sleep and a sweet bedtime story.

The second grade students learned a valuable lesson about
giving this holiday season. They felt good knowing they were
helping out other children who didn’t have the necessities they

.

had.

Thanks to all who helped make
their project a great success!

Pajama Pi'ogram

Delivering Warm Sleepwear & Nurturing Books
to Children In Need L

Sincerely,
Mprs. Lahti and Ms. Wolfley
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Centennial Students Produce Veterans’ Day Writings

When I hear the words “Military Personnel” or “Veterans” I think
“Heroes™. They are people who risked or are risking their lives for
us. They could be strangers or relatives. They STILL put their fives
on the line for us. A total stranger could’ve died because they
wanted Lo Reep America’s freedoms and privileges afive. You don’t
know this, but there are people out there training for battle. My
father was in the Ariny. My brother is in the Air Force. There are
many people out therve just waiting to fight for us. It’s possible you _
coulid become one of them someday. I'd rather DIE than have all of Sm\,\/% % 1
America’s freedom and rights just vanish. Veterans and people pf U\, T~
who are in the Military right now are honored on this day. They ‘ 3
are MY heroes. So let’s celebrate our freedom and the veterans who
gave us rights today! ©
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When | hear the word Veteran or military, it makes me proud because | think of A{’ Vejf”’ . ! n ey 4(/61‘(\10&;’)’7 ) Hﬁ
all the people who put their lives’ on the line, for people they don’t even know. | \/J\flqmgr\ ?C Ré.g\, O:f\\c; £ F;VH ':“P The
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This is why we have the Freedom we have today, the Freedom to hang with our g Mar Nes R Tii(ii b Yo * fofr o A4 3 ’L;,M,
friends, and go to school everyday. When | hear the word Veteran, | think of my l/?é: oN Z;. e ' l:Ne ) ‘&Hﬁ” ) ol ,'w
brother Tyler.Even though is not a veteran, he is Currently in Active Duty.My fedve Dty Vered ¢S we. - hofe Yok,
brother gave up his young life to serve our Country to keep the Freedom we Cai) CoMe. bac i Sa&ﬁa}&f o L Wenrr Lo
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dream is to fight by his side.And Tyler | want you to know this; | LOVE YOU so
much and | wish you could be here to watch me, it would truly mean the world to
me.But what | want you to know is that | LOVE YOU TYTY and | can’t wait to see
you! And to all of the Veterans here today, | want you to know, you have MY
HEART.

By Jared Mon
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Preschoolers’ Find Inspiration in Books

During the first two weeks of December, Miss Brenda’s preschool classes spent their days reading different
gingerbread man stories. We compared and contrasted the stories, retold each story, and used problem solving
skills to find a solution as we read the stories. The stories we read were The Gingerbread Man (2 versions),
The Gingerbread Girl, The Gingerbread Cowboy, Gingerbread Friends, Gingerbread Baby, Gingerbread
Pirates, and The Library Gingerbread Man. Reading the stories sparked the children’s imaginations and
inspired them to make our own gingerbread house in our classroom. We brainstormed decorating ideas and
decided to make it into a bakery for our dramatic play area. We also wrote our own gingerbread recipes and
baked a gingerbread man! Like the stories, though, the gingerbread man ran away and sent us on a chase
throughout the school. We finally found him waiting for us in our classroom!

Ingredients: Ms. Brenda’s Morning Class
Ginger Sugar glaze Picture and Recipe
Sprinkles Frosting
Oven Dough
Bowl Raisins
Spoon Eggs
Mixer Sugar
Pan

Recipe:
1. Mix together ginger, eggs, dough, and sugar in a bowl with the
mixer and spoon.
. Turn the oven on to 55 degrees.
. Shape the gingerbread man on the pan.
. Use the sugar glaze to give him clothes.
. Use the raisins to make the eyes, nose, mouth, and buttons.
. Put him in the oven for 17 minutes.
. When the timer goes off, be ready to catch him with a net.
. Eat him!

2
3
4
5
6
7
8

Ingredients:
Eggs Spoon
Ms. Brenda’s Afternoon Class Milk Oven
Picture and Reci Dough Pan
1C ll (5 ! eTCl.IJe ~ Flour Hot pads

il R _{ . K% Rolling pin Cookie Cutters

( i"l L R Chocolate chips or raisins Sugar

o~ N Frosting Water

), TS Bowl Ginger

“Stuff so does not stick to the pan”

Recipe:

. Put water, eggs, flour, milk, dough, sugar, and ginger in a bowl.

. Stir it 2 times.

. Spray the pan with the spray that makes it not stick.

. Turn the oven on to 100 degrees.

. Put the dough on the pan.

. Use the rolling pin to make it flat.

. Use the cookie cutters to make the gingerbread man.

. Put it in the oven for 12 minutes.

. When the buzzer goes off, use a butterfly net to catch the ginger-
bread man.

10. Take him apart and share him!

O 01N WA WK —



Polo Community School District - January 2012

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday SEIE
Christmas School 5:00PM Boys 5:30PM Var 3;??’*#" Var WR
Break - No Resumes Fr, /S & Var WR at Lanark S VEEIY
School ) BB AFC at Polo 7/8 Acad Team Rt
6:00PM Girls 6:00PM Boys 72 Conf at Franklin
F/S & Var BB F/S & Var BB at Grove
Warren at Polo Aquin 1:00PM Boys FIS &
Var BB at Toulon
6:00PM Girls F/S &
Var BB at
Milledgeville
4:00PM Var 5:30PM Var 5:00PM Boys Fr 4:00PM End of Second Aplington WR at
Acad Team at WR at BB at River Aplington WR Quarter/First West Carroll
Fulton Unity Forreston Ridge at Lena Semester Tourney
. 10:00AM Boys Fr
5:30PM Boys Fr 6:00PM Girls 5:30PM Var 430BM YV WR BB at Aquin
BB Scales F/S & Var BB at WR West 1:00PM Girls F/S &
Mound & AFC Durand Carroll & Pec at 6:00PM Boys F/S " Var BB East
at Polo Polo & Var BB Dubuque at Polo
Forreston at Polo
7:00PM Snow Ball
| PCHS Semester Review & Finals | Dance at PCHS
Martin Luther 4:00PM Girls 7/8 4:00PM Upstate lllini 6:00PM Girls 6:00PM Boys
King Day - No BB Amboy at Aplington WR Music Festival at F/S & Var BB F/S & Var BB
School Centennial Amboy at Eastland Aquin at Polo Durand at Polo
4:00PM Var Acad Aplington 4:00PM Girls 6
9:00AM Boys Fr Team Eastland at BB B m:;
BB at Eastland Polo 5:30PM Var -y
: Aplington

6:00PM Girls F/S &
Var BB Pecatonica

WR at Ashton

4:00PM Girls 7/8
BB at Shannon

at Polo | Var WR at Orion Tourney I
4:00PM Var 4:00PM Girls 6 BB AFC at 4:00PM Girls 6 BB School Aplington WR at Byron
’ Aplington Meridian at Tourney
Acad Team Aplington Improvement
AFC at Polo O e o & Day - Early Var Acad Team NUIC
_ 4:00PM Girls 7 BB Dismissal 11:30 Invite at Durand
6:00PM Girls 4:30PM AA;;I;]r:glnon WR at at Byron g:OOAc,\)AreFSOXVR at
F/S & Var BB at 5:30PM Var WR Amboy & 4:00PM Girls & BB :
Amboy R RiNalied Byron at Centennial 6:00PM Boys 6:00PM Girls F/S & Var
BB at Forreston
6:00PM Boys F/S & Var BB 6:00PM Girls F/S & F/S & Vvar BB
Orangeville at Orangeville Var BB at AFC Pec at Polo 6:00PM Drama Club
Dinner Theatre
29 30 31 Dec 2011 Feb 2012
4:00PM Girls 6 4:00PM Girls SMTWTE s SMTWTE s
BBA;()-)Iirr?gt%rr‘l o Foers?oE at e atillhl
Centennial 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 5 6 7 8 9 10 11
11 12 13 14 15 16 17 12 13 14 15 16 17 18
6:00PM Boys 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 19 20 21 22 23 24 25
F/S & Var BB at 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 26 27 28 29

Lena




Look What's Cookin'

January 2012

Mon Tue Thu Fri
4 3) 6
Ravioli Creamed chicken Chicken pattie on bun | French bread pizza
MAX breadsticks on biscuits Tri-taters Corn
Green beans Tossed salad Peach slices Pineapple
Chilled pears Mandarin oranges Chocolate chip bars | Milk
Milk Milk Milk
9 10 11 12 13
Ham & cheese on bun | Scalloped potatoes | Cheeseburgers Chicken fingers Pizza dippers
Sun chips w/ ham French fries Green beans Corn
Celery sticks Dinner rolls Mixed fruit Pears Citrus mix
w/peanut butter | Glazed carrots Apple crisp Bread/margarine Milk
Apple juice Chunk fruit Milk Milk
Milk Milk
16 17 18 19 20
Martin Luther King | French toast sticks Chili Chicken O’s Big Daddy Pizza
Day Sausage links Cornbread Tri-taters Corn
Applesauce Cheese sticks Chilled fruit Pineapple
No School Fruit juice Peaches Bread/margarine Milk
Milk Milk Milk
23 24 25 26 27
Mr. Ribb Marco muffins Cheeseburgers Bosco sticks No Lunch
Oven taters Coffee cake Curley fries Dippin’ sauce
Peas Banana half Apricots Hearty vegetable
Mixed fruit Orange juice Peanut butter bars Fruit
Milk Milk Milk Milk
30 31 Feb 1 2 3
Meatball sub HS Hot dogs Pancakes Spaghetti Pizza Day
Fish shapes Cent Baked beans Smokie links Garlic bread
Potato smileys Fruit punch Orange halves Green beans
Mandarin oranges Applesauce Fruit juice Pears @
Milk Milk Milk Milk

Menu

Polo School District #222

Polo, Illinois




